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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE QUEBEC 0170 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, CA 

SUBJECT: PQ TO HELP FRENCH OUTSIDE QUEBEC 
REF: WINNIPEG A-7 

1 . CLAUDE MORIN'S STATEMENTS IN WINNIPEG REPORTED IN REFAIR 
REPRESENT PQ GOVERNMENT'S FIRST RECOGNITION OF A MORAL RESPON- 
SIBILITY TO PROMOTE SURVIVAL OF FRENCH IN CANADA OUTSIDE 
QUEBEC'S BOUNDARIES. QUEBEC'S NEW INTEREST IN THE SURVIVAL OF FRENCH 
LANGUAGE IN OTHER PROVINCES MARKS A SIGNIFICANT TURN IN 

PQ POLICY. IT IS DESIGNED TO COUNTER FEDERALIST ARGUMENTS THAT 
QUEBEC INDEPENDENCE WOULD DOOM MORE THAN ONE MILLION FRENCH- 
CANADIANS OUTSIDE QUEBEC TO CULTURAL ASSIMILATION. 

2. PQ HAS ALWAYS FELT THAT ONLY A SOVEREIGN QUEBEC COULD GUARANTEE 
THE SURVIVAL OF FRENCH CULTURE IN CANADA. ITS PROGRAM PROMISES 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 QUEBEC 00170 252252Z 

TO PROMOTE THE RETURN OF FRENCH-CANADIANS TO QUEBEC AFTER 
INDEPENDENCE. MORIN HAS NOW SAID, HOWEVER, THAT QUEBEC CANNOT 
IGNORE THE FATE OF FRENCH-SPEAKING MINORITIES ELSEWHERE IN CANADA 
JUST AS IT CANNOT ALLOW THESE FRANCOPHONES TO BE USED AS HOSTAGES 
BY OTTAWA IN ITS DEBATES WITH QUEBEC. MORIN INDICATED THAT IT IS 
TO A RESURGENT QUEBEC THAT THESE MINORITIES CAN NOW LOOK 
FOR STRENGTH AND ENCOURAGEMENT. HIS STATEMENT INDICATES THAT 
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QUEBEC WILL WORK TO AID MINORITIES-NOT ONLY FROM ITS POSITION AS 

A COUNTRY AFTER INDEPENDENCE AS PQ PLATFORM IMPLIES- BUT 

NOW AS A PROVINCE. GOQ WILL NO LONGER CONSIDER FRANCOPHONE MINORITIES 

JUST GROUPS CONDEMNED TO DISAPPEAR. HOWEVER, QUEBEC RF.AT.T7.ES THAT. 

CIRCUMSTANCES BEING WHAT THEY ARE, THESE FRANCOPHONES STILL 

WILL HAVE TO DEPEND ON THEMSELVES TO SURVIVE. 

3. MOST QUEBEC OBSERVERS ARE INTERPRETING THIS PQ CHANGE OF 
POLICY AS A SIGN OF EVOLUTION AND MATURITY WHICH WILL BE GREETED 
WITH RELIEF BY FRANCOPHONES OUTSIDE QUEBEC. IT DOES SEEM TO BE 
THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE STATEMENT OF POLICY ON FREN CH-C ANADIAN S EVER 
MADE BY A QUEBEC GOVERNMENT. QUEBEC IS CAREFULLY COORDINATING ITS 
EFFORTS WITH GOVERNMENTS OF OTHER PROVINCES SO AS NOT TO INTERFERE 
IN THEIR INTERNAL AFFAIRS. THIS, OF COURSE, IS SUBTLE WAY TO INDICATE 
TO OTHERS THAT QUEBEC'S TREATMENT OF ANGLOPHONES HERE IS "LEGALLY" 
ONLY QUEBEC'S BUSINESS. ON OTHER HAND, QUEBEC'S ASSUMPTION OF MORAL 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR FRANCOPHONES ELSEWHERE IMPLIES SOME 
"MORAL" VOICE FOR REST OF CANADA IN QUEBEC'S LANGUAGE DEBATE. 
MCNAMARA 
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